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HuJews Teen and college conclave
to return to the windy city
Eighth graders and older, newcomers and existing members: spread the
word that the SHJ HuJews Teen and
College Conclave will convene
March 25-27 at the Hostel International in downtown Chicago. Fill the
“get-away” weekend with
fun and friendships—no
pressure —as you focus on
community service and social justice. You’ll ask each
other, “ What can you do,
HuJews?” And you’ll answer, “ Tikkun Olam and
Humanistic Judaism.”
Conclave activities include
helping
at
Ronald
McDonald Houses in the
city, learning about international service in a
workshop,experiencing
Shabbat and Havdala celebrations,
and focusing on conditions of low
wage hotel workers in Chicago. Justfor-fun time includes a comedy show,
sightseeing around Chicago and
plenty of hanging out with friends,
old and new.
The fee for teens and young adults
of $225 includes all meals, lodging
and activities, but NO transportation
to Chicago. AJ Chalom, conclave
coordinator, said, “We will coordinate with your flights to help you find
the best way from the airport to the
hostel, and all teens traveling alone

will be picked up at the airport by
SHJ volunteers.” Two scholarships
covering conclave registration fees
have been established by SHJ families: the Ethel R. Bennett Memorial
Youth Scholarship and the Phillip

donate these box tops to a school that
the HuJews choose together,” said
Chalom. Products with box tops for
education on them can be found at:
http://www.boxtops4education.com/
earn/clip/Brands.aspx. Please encourage the members of your
communities to clip box tops,
collect them, and send them
to HuJews Box Tops, c/o AJ
Chalom, 466 Orchard Lane,
Highland Park, IL. “We collect about 20 coupons, $2 every month at our house just
from products we regularly
use,” she said. “Think if just
500 households did that for
three months, we could
raise more than $3,000 for a
deserving school.” Mail box
tops by March 1, 2011.

Questions about conclave? Contact
aj@hujews.org or info@hujews.org.
Registration materials have been sent
to communities, to teens and college
students on the HuJews mailing list,
and are online at www.hujews.org.
According to Chalom, EVERY- Registration deadline is February 10.
ONE, even adults, can be part of this Fee for chaperones sharing a room,
year’s conclave. Returning Conclave $275; chaperones in singles (if availteens have chosen an all-community able), $405.
service project. They ask all SHJ
communities to collect Box Tops for Photo by Cary Shaw shows 2010 college
Education. Coupons are on many students Dana Robinson and Zak Rogoff
(top); (bottom from left) high schoolers
different products. The makers of Dani Israel, Oraynu Congregation; Alex
these products donate 10 cents for D’Amore Braver, Sara Brooks, Birmingevery box top collected. “We will ham Temple.
Gould Memorial Conclave Scholarship. Travel scholarships are also
available. If you are interested in applying for a scholarship, please contact AJ.
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You have said that our philosophy
and our involvement in issues
that express our values
are important to you.
Your responses to the survey have
provided much needed input in
developing the new strategic plan.
More information about the survey
will be available in the spring.

T hank yyou
ou ffor
or yyour
our input!

My Adventure with the SHJ Pooled
Income Fund by Deb Godden, Machar
Some years ago, before the Bush tax cuts
lowered the capital gains tax, I had a modest stock investment that had grown about
six-fold since I bought it. The company
agreed to be taken over. The deal was to be
a cash buyout instead of a stock swap, so I
would be receiving cash for my investment,
a whopping great capital gains bill, and a
greatly diminished remainder to reinvest.
What to do?

ism, and the other half will go to my
congregation, Machar. It’s not a fortune, but it will go with my love and
my wish for a strong and thriving Humanistic Judaism.

The Pooled Income Fund remains a
very nice and very available investment for anyone wishing to hand off,
and at the same time, maximize the
benefit of a stock that has reached its
The SHJ Pooled Income Fund (PIF) had just highest value. The minimum initial
been inaugurated. A light bulb went on in donation is $5,000. After that, one may
my head! Just before that cash buyout, I do- make additional donations of at least
nated my shares of the stock to the PIF. I $1,000. It’s an easy thing to do, and
received a very nice charitable tax deduc- the result is a tax deduction for the
tion (based on my age) for that year, and current year, regular income for life,
ever since then I have received quarterly and what’s more, the great feeling of
income from my share of the Pooled In- supporting not only the wider Humancome Fund. In fact, those quarterly distri- istic Judaism movement but also one’s
butions have been greater than the divi- Toown
the
Humanorah
Editor
local
congregation.
dends from that stock!
To get started, please contact SHJ ExUpon my death, half of the asset I donated ecutive Director Bonnie Cousens,
will go to the Society for Humanistic Juda- bonniecousens@shj.org.

JOIN THE HERITAGE SOCIETY
Ensure Your Legacy — Remember SHJ in Your Estate Plan
You can help ensure the future of Humanistic Judaism by remembering SHJ in your will or estate
plan. Planned gifts can be made through wills, trusts, life insurance, retirement plan beneficiary
options, and the SHJ’s annuity, the Pooled Income Fund. No gift is too small and every gift helps.
To ensure your legacy, contact Bonnie Cousens at 248-478-7610 or bonniecousens@shj.org.
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Kahal Am, the Humanistic Community of San Diego
reviews first 25 years while planning for the future
take over his delicatessen for our next Passover program.
Recently our High Holiday celebrations attracted over
60 people, the majority of whom were not members.

It has been 25 years since our Secular Humanistic Jewish community was formed in the living room of Alex
and Shirley Levin. We have seen many committed humanists move through our gatherings, and we have experienced the inevitable ebb and flow of a social organization. “Aren’t you that group that was in La Jolla, Mira
Mesa, Carlsbad-Del Mar, Carlsbad?” some people would
ask when they met us. Yes, to all the above, we’re wandering Jews in San Diego County.
At present our Kahal Am community is ever-slowly rebuilding from a large decline in membership over the
past five years. Our Board has supported a strong push
for publicity, and we have spread our name from one
end of the county to the other. We spent our advertising
money carefully to reach the broadest number of people
with an onscreen promotion at the Jewish Film Festival
and ads in the summer editions of the Jewish Journal for
school and High Holidays. Our internet publicity is continual and visible on many sites. In addition, we set up a
table at the Earth Day Festival, here, which had never
seen any Jewish groups promoting themselves before.
Over 100 palm seeds were planted and taken home that
day as people learned about Tu B’Shevat AND us.
Our Passover celebration at a local deli restaurant attracted the interest of the patrons there—actually it was
the music that did—and the owner has encouraged us to

We took a risk to be more straightforward with our message to speak to secular Jews who feel disconnected.
The result of these efforts at promotion is that many more
people are inquiring and attending events.We have signed
up only a few new members, but the presence of so many
guests is encouraging. Our biggest challenge is following through on our new contacts. We have some enthusiastic new members to work on membership development, so the momentum can continue.
Some of the other highlight events from this last year
were a popular lecture on Spinoza from a philosophy
professor from San Diego State University; a monthly
adult education class using Rabbi Wine’s DVD on Humanistic Judaism; a lecture featuring a handwriting analyst of notable Jews; two havdala picnics at the beach;
and bi-monthly Friday night Shabbat dinners at members’ homes.
Our Humanistic Jewish Family School continues to promote participation, and we have recently started a play
group. We are hopeful this will develop a new generation of members so we can enjoy another 25 years in
San Diego. by Beverly Zarnow, madrikha

Mazel Tov, Kahal Am, on 25 years of service to the Humanistic Jews of San Diego
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Notes from Around the Globe continued

Machar congregation puts
new Twists on high Holidays

photo by Irwin Cohn

We decorated our stage with a basket of towelflowers,
a recent tradition. A local merchant provides a discount
and we donate the towels to a homeless shelter. The gift
basket person donated her services, too.
Following the Rosh Hashana service, we tried a new
program inspired by the Congregation for Humanistic
Judaism of Fairfield County, Connecticut. Participants
selected one of three conversations to join:
BJ Saul, Rabbi Falick, and Rabbi Miriam Jerris

1. You just received a huge inheritance and health is no
issue; what will you do with the rest of your life? The
group explored desires for themselves and what they’d
share with family, the local community and the world.

Beth Adam’s DAYS OF AWE
inspire new relationships
Our High Holiday celebrations this year could not be
surpassed. The introduction of Rabbi Jeffery Falick as
a new member of Congregation Beth Adam and as a
participating rabbi for our Rosh Hashana service was
exciting in itself, but his enthusiasm for Humanistic Judaism was infectious. He and BJ Saul (former president) led us into the New Year with joyous anticipation.
We look forward to Rabbi Jeff being with us often during the year.

2. You’re in a small group, settling a new territory. One
religion will be adopted for the whole population. Why
choose Secular Humanistic Judaism? Participants questioned whether people could learn to cooperate instead
of compete and felt that other religions might be more
divisive than Secular Humanism.
3. Do Americans have an obligation to “support” Israel, “right or wrong?” And what is “right” or “wrong?”
No one agreed that Americans have an obligation. Some
said America should support Israel as a democratic nation in a region where its neighbors are not democratic
and that Israel has a fundamental right to exist. It was
noted that one could support Israelis without supporting their government.

As if that wasn’t enough, we followed with Rabbi
Miriam Jerris from the Society for Humanistic Judaism
who came to lead us in the three services for Yom Kippur. She was assisted by our own BJ Saul and also by
Rabbi Falick. Rabbi Jerris, appropriately for Yom Kippur, led us into mediations of life and death. It was also
wonderful to watch the relationship among our three
leaders blossom. We all responded to the feelings of
respect and friendship that flowed from them. Thank
you BJ, Rabbi Falick and Rabbi Jerris.
by Adele Kaserman, president, Boca Raton, FL

This was an excellent way for visitors, new/returning
members to
connect; we
received rave
reviews.
by Marlene
Cohen and Roz
Seidenstein,

NEW PUBLICATIONS Available from SHJ
The SHJ is pleased to announce 3 exciting new publications
you will want to have on your book shelf:

Washington, D.C.
Photo by Gary
Peck shows a
basket of
towelflowers next
to President Rick
Gold.

Good without God by Rabbi Greg Epstein
Judaism for Everyone ... Without Dogma by Bernardo Sorj
Jews and the Muslim World: Solving the Puzzle edited by
Rabbi Adam Chalom
Purchase all 3 and more online at www.shj.org.
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Kol hadash, ca to remember a significant
year, thanks to a member-led community
earthquake Haiti, badly denuded
in the last century. Pictures
posted by Trees for the Future,
an international group working
under local Haitian leadership,
provided an up-close look at how
the lack of trees spell poverty and
misery for both urban and rural
populations; it also gave a lesson
in how people can repair mistakes when they join together.

2010 brought memorable beginnings and endings to Kol Hadash.
We sadly lost several long-time
members: past president Jutta
Organek; Rose Essirg, member
of the Marin Havurah; and
Marion Schwartz who represented our community at the Jewish Community Relations Council. We owe much to them; their
leadership drove us forward.

At Passover, the Caspi-Lai family (Eylon, Denise, Ross
and Joshua) led our seder at which son Ross delivered an
amusing and original Passover tale. The seder featured
three different kinds of charoset made by Denise Lai, and a
meal provided both by potluck and catered items.

For the past two years, our leadership has been provided
by a steering committee. This year several more members agreed to serve and thus, this fall, we have returned
to a more traditional board of directors format, with our
enthusiastic president, Joyce Lewbin, back for a second
time around. We are also happy to report that this has
been a great year for programming at Kol Hadash.

This New Year the warm and wise Miriam Jerris, rabbi
for the Society for Humanistic Judaism, led Rosh Hashana
and Tashlikh services (photo by Marcia Grossman). About
100 members and guests were inspired by the rabbi’s commentary on the development of Humanistic Jewish liturgy. Participating in the readings were Bill Brostoff, Jill
Alban, Mike Green, Bernie Rosen, Helene and Harold
Lecar, and Alana Shindler. Performing were Ben Brussell,
with music and song-leading; and Bill Nemoyten and
Nina Fogel giving their all through their shofar blasts.

Our once-a-month Sunday morning bagel brunches featuring a guest speaker, all-you-can-eat bagels with lox,
and free schmoozing have been consistently well attended
by community members and guests alike and feature a
diverse array of topics. Presentations included an interview by local reporter Bill Schnechner with Noah Alper,
founder of Noah’s Bagels, on his book Business Mensch;
member Dr. Marilyn Boxer, Ph.D., on “Papa Reads the
Holy Book, Mama Reads Romance: Jewish Women and
Secularization”; and Dr. Eric Meikle of the National Cen- The following morning, a group of about 20 members
ter for Science Education on “Darwin, Human Evolu- and guests began their Tashlikh observance with a tour
of the Botanical Garden at Tilden Park by docents Sue
tion, and Evolution Denialism.”
Rosenthal and Michal Commanday who led us around
We’ve also had a full year’s worth of Shabbat services the canyon and creek-side collection of California naand commentaries, led by members Helene and Harold tives. The walk was followed by a service at Lake Anza
Lecar, Rosalind Leighton, Bernie Rosen, Gabie Berliner, where we cast away our regrets with tiny pieces of bread
Bert Steinberg, Jane Freeman and MiriamAroner, Sharon into a picture-perfect lake.
Gittelsohn, Bill and Barbara Nemoyten, and Naomi
Hatkin and family. Lately, Claudio Bluer and son Ariel A thoughtful Yom Kippur service, led by member
have been bringing homemade Brazilian soup or stew to Rosalind Leighton with participation by Gabie Berliner
the oneg for a late night treat. We end up staying, eating and Sheila Lichtman, and a lyrical Kol Nidre played by
cellist Sam Bass closed our holidays for the new year.
and talking.
We are so very fortunate to have such willing participants
in our member-led community. We look forward
We held two seders this year. Our Tu B’Shevat seder, led
by Alana Shindler, featured a meal of nuts and fruit, and to continuing our tradition of creativity through the next
by Alana Schindler, Kol Hadash, CA
a slide show on the effort to plant trees in pre-and post- years.
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SHJ President Lou Altman
presents a personal view

S

ometimes issues
come up that are
of legitimate concern to the Humanistic
Jewish community, but
which I hesitate to bring
before the Board or Executive Committee because they
are too political or too divisive. The Islamic Cultural
Center in lower Manhattan may be one of those issues.
So I would like to speak for myself— not for the Society, but to the Society. I have no doubt that some sincere
Humanistic Jews will disagree with me, but here is my
personal view on the Cultural Center (or the mosque, if
you prefer).
Two aspects of my life experience have shaped my views
on this issue: One, I am a Jew; therefore I have experienced discrimination based on my religion or culture.
Two, I am a lawyer; therefore I have been trained to view
such issues as impartially as I can, and I also have been
taught to view the U.S. Constitution in a certain way.
Start with point one: I am a Jew. I was born in an area of
Brooklyn, New York that was just about 100% Jewish.
Then when I was seven years old my family moved to
Union City, New Jersey, and suddenly I was one of the
few Jewish children in the school. My request to be excused from singing Christmas songs was met with astonishment by my second grade teacher. I was attacked
on my way to and from school by groups of Gentile boys.
Those boys explained to me that at some time in the past
Jewish people had killed their lord, and that I personally
should be held accountable, however unfairly and illogically, for this transgression. And not just me; all Jews
are guilty, perpetually so.
This experience taught me to always try to see things
from the viewpoint of other people; for example, from

the viewpoint of religious Jews, of non-Jews, of Christians, of Muslims, of anyone who is treated differently
because of their belief or culture or ethnicity—anyone
who is unfairly or illogically blamed for something.
Now let’s go to point two: I am a lawyer. Suppose that
we wanted to build a Humanistic Jewish Center on land
we happen to own (we should be so lucky) a few blocks
from St. Patrick’s Cathedral in Manhattan. Suppose the
Christian majority was sincerely outraged at this idea
because, in their view, all Jews are perpetually guilty of
crucifying their lord, and therefore these Christians are
upset about that, which makes the location of our HJ
center an emotional abomination to them. “Build it anywhere else,” they say.
Does the U.S. Constitution permit governmental authorities to decide that a Jewish institution should not be built
(just because it is Jewish, no other reason) on a site where
a Christian institution could be built without any objection by the majority? Would you actually want to live in
a country that is allowed to discriminate on the basis of
religion or ethnicity in that manner? And who might they
discriminate against next? Haven’t we Jews been there
before?
The whole purpose of a Constitution is to protect an unpopular minority from the tyranny of an enraged majority. And that idea is precisely what made this country a
unique haven for us Jews, starting long before the Christian majority became as comfortable with us as they are
now; long before that famous Jew Irving Berlin could
get rich “Dreaming of a White Christmas.” Let’s never
forget that.
A Constitution which does not protect everybody, potentially protects nobody. Therefore, we must extend the
umbrella of protection to all minorities. Once it was our
turn. Now it’s the Muslim’s turn.

Got EMAIL?
Send your e-mail address to info@shj.org and begin to receive member only e-updates about the Society
for Humanistic Judaism, holiday facts, messages from the rabbi, greetings and more.
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Notes from Around the Globe continued

Growth brings wonderful blend
of personalities, perspectives and
potential to or emet community
n the midst of a flurry of fall activities at Or Emet, it’s
good to take a moment to reflect on how far we’ve
come. Our growth in the past several years has resulted
in a wonderful blend of personalities, perspectives and
potential. At our sukka-decorating party, it was delightful to see and hear the combination of adult conversation and happy children.A significant change we see is a
cadre of young families who are making Or Emet their
community. We have babies and toddlers and children
and young adults and, of course, the rest of us. There’s a
vibrancy that comes with the diversity that is Or Emet.

I

Our High Holiday services, led by Or Emet’s co-founder
and madrikh, Harold Londer, involved numerous members, young and old. The music provided by Lionel Davis,
Molly Wilbur-Cohen, Chernah Coblentz and an exceptional young violinist, Gaia Ramsdell, was moving and
inspiring. There were thought-provoking presentations
by Dave Zukor, Donna Sherlock, Melissa Kenig-Davis,
Howard Schneider and Richard Logan. And, of course, Rachel S. and Tom Wegner hang the painted panels of
our Tashlikh and Break-the-Fast potluck events were de- the sukka. photo by Margo Fox
licious affairs. Kudos to High Holiday committee chairs
Sara Langer, David Fox, Janet Mayer and Paul Petschke. in the next issue of the Humanorah, along with news
from Lisa Gardner-Springer, leader of our Jewish Cul5771 promises to be a very good year. We’re excited tural School. Until then, do visit us at www.OrEmet.org.
about beginning a teen program that we’ll tell you about Margo Fox, president, Or Emet, CHJ of Minnesota

Kahal B’raira treats guests to a new holiday service
It wasn’t all just spending a KB Day at the Beach, this
summer, or rooting for the home team at Fenway or
watching a new play in progress, penned by a KB member. In addition to that, many on our committees met
extensively to prepare for the coming year.

people to attend one of the two break-fasts we held later
that afternoon.
Additionally, the KB family has a new guest. Through
our connection with Elaine Kamieny, our former Sunday school principal, we have been loaned a Torah. It
has already been put to use in the Bar and Bat Mitzvah
ceremonies of some families. Yet we are still unsure how
we will be able to care for and put to good use this artifact of our people. So in good KB tradition, we have
been researching best practices from other SHJ congregations and have been talking about it quite a bit amongst
ourselves.We appreciate the opportunity afforded us and
expect that further discussion and learning will ensue.
by Jon Levine, SHJ Board of Directors, Boston

Most notable was the addition of a new High Holiday
service, provoked by visitors who commented that our
family services, though great for kids, didn’t leave enough
for adults to really sink their teeth into. Consequently,
our music director, Becky Wexler, spearheaded work on
a new service, which was a great success. It was held at
midday on Yom Kippur for adults and teens, with childcare provided. More than 100 participants appreciated
the opportunity offered. The service ended in time for
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2010 Sherwin T. Wine lifetime achievement award
presented to SHJ Past President shari gelber
On October 23, the Society for Humanistic Judaism presented the 2010 Sherwin T. Wine Lifetime Achievement
Award to Shari Gelber, past
president of the Society for
Humanistic Judaism and
member of Kahal B’raira,
the Boston Congregation for
Humanistic Judaism.
“Shari Gelber has served the
Society for Humanistic Judaism in more ways than
most of our volunteers,” said
Bert Steinberg, of San Francisco, California, who established the award.

cliché, but I wanted to give back to the movement from
which I had gained so much. I wanted to help establish
more congregations throughout North America, so more
people could have an opportunity to join an HJ congregation. And just as in my local community, the more involved I became with SHJ
the more I connected with inspiring people.”

The award, established in
2003 in honor of Wine’s 75th
birthday,
represents
Rabbi Miriam Jerris, Award Recipient Shari Gelber, SHJ
Steinberg’s heartfelt thank
Executive Director Bonnie Cousens (Photo by Cary Shaw)
you to his mentor for foundGelber has repeatedly stepped up to the plate in times of ing a Judaism that reflected his lifelong philosophy and
need. She joined the SHJ Board of Directors in 1995, unfulfilled need. After joining Humanistic congregation
and by 1997 she was serving on the Executive Commit- Kol Hadash, Northern California , he became bar mitzvah
tee. In 2000, she stepped in as president when the exist- at the age of 72 under Wine’s tutelage. Steinberg is a
ing president resigned. She served in that role for more past president of the Society for Humanistic Judaism and
than two years and then became past president. Later, still serves as a member of the SHJ Board of Directors.
when another past president died, she again stepped up
and returned to the position of past president.
When the award was first established in his name, Wine
said, “I feel very honored that it is connected to what is
“Shari Gelber has exemplified an unwavering, consis- most meaningful in my life, but that it is an award recogtent and long standing commitment to the SHJ and Hu- nizing other people’s work.”
manistic Judaism,” said SHJ Executive Director Bonnie
Cousens, “leading the SHJ with intelligence, generos- Recipients of the award are individuals “who have over
ity, poise, and good humor.”
the years exemplified extraordinary dedication, devotion,
adherence to and activity in the Secular Humanistic JuSHJ Rabbi Miriam Jerris said, “Shari Gelber models ethi- daism Movement and the philosophical doctrines enuncal volunteerism, encouraging others to fulfill the re- ciated by the Movement’s founder, Rabbi Sherwin T.
sponsibilities they have accepted.”
Wine.” A permanent plaque bearing the image of Rabbi
Sherwin T. Wine is on display at the SHJ’s headquarters
Gelber, upon receiving the award, spoke about her mo- in Farmington Hills, Michigan. A smaller replica is given
tivation to work for Humanistic Judaism, “It may be a each year to the recipient, along with a personal gift.

SHJ Nominating Committee Begins Work
The SHJ Nominating Committee has begun the process of
nominating the slate for the 2011-2012 SHJ Board of Directors. Each SHJ community has been asked to select one
designee to the SHJ Board and it is expected that many
designees will continue to serve. Additionally, there are po-

sitions for at-large directors. If you are interested in serving on the SHJ Board or would like more information, please
contact Shari Gelber, chair of the Nominating Committee
(shari@jimmy.harvard.edu) or Bonnie Cousens at the SHJ
office (bonniecousens@shj.org).
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From the Executive Director, Bonnie Cousens
Humanistic Judaism — Living Our Values
A unique philosophy and taking a stand that expresses
that philosophy on issues of importance to us — that’s
why we join the Society for Humanistic Judaism and
our communities — and that’s why we stay. Yes, there
are programs and services that meet our needs, from
educating our children and ourselves, to celebrating holidays, to sharing in weddings and births and bar and bat
mitzvah celebrations, and supporting each other through
illness and death. But we derive much more than the
concrete benefits of programs. Humanistic Judaism enables us to live our values. Belonging to the Society for
Humanistic Judaism enables us to have a voice in the
Jewish community and beyond.

tual or perceived sexual
orientation or gender identity.”
As humanists, as non-theists, we speak out in defense of the American constitutional guarantees of
the separation of church
and state.
Recently we joined with
the American Humanist Association (AHA) and other
Humanist organizations in filing an amicus brief in Arizona Christian School Tuition Organization v. Winn –
asking the Supreme Court to affirm the 9th Circuit, taking the position that the scholarship program that Arizona created while neutral on its face is actually a mechanism for funding religious instruction and, therefore, is
a violation of the Establishment Clause.

Humanistic Judaism began when a group of families led
by Rabbi Sherwin Wine began questioning whether what
they were saying as Jews matched what they believed.
The conclusion they reached was that it did not and the
decision was made that as Humanistic Jews, they would
say what they believed and believe what they said. That
tradition stands alongside Jewish tradition and reminds
us that we are humanists, that we are responsible for We also joined with the AHA and others in filing an
what happens in our lives, for what happens to the world. amicus brief supporting the Freedom From Religion
Foundation in their challenge to the National Day of
We choose to be involved in tikkun olam, in repairing Prayer statute and presidential proclamations pursuant
the world. While SHJ communities and members are to it. We are asking the 7th Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals
engaged in serving their communities throughout the to affirm the decision of the district court, which held
year, as an organization, we have designated the month that the NDP statute is unconstitutional.
of Heshvan, to be Community Service Month – SHJ
communities engaged in service projects and social ac- The Society joined other Humanist organizations in a
tion programs across North America as a demonstration letter to the director of the U.S. Census Bureau protestof our solidarity as Humanistic Jews and of our commit- ing the language in the oath required of employees.
ment to the future of humankind and our planet.
Last August, the Society endorsed the resolution adopted
Living our philosophy is more than community service. by the Association of Humanistic Rabbis condemning
It also involves us in speaking out on issues of impor- the Rotem Conversion Bill introduced in the Israeli
tance to us as Jews and Humanists and people who live Knesset – in part in response to the outcry from the
in a world with others who might not share our views. American Jewish community, the Knesset has not moved
forward on the bill.
In October, the SHJ joined many groups and individuals
in speaking out against the many recent incidents of ho- We are making our voice heard. We are living our valmophobic bullying. Expressing our values, the resolu- ues. We say what we believe. We believe what we say.
tion reads in part: “We pledge to speak out when we And we take action to make our world a just and better
become aware of anyone being demeaned for their ac- place for all.
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SHJ Selects Salk as 2010
Humanistic Jewish Hero,
Continues Heshvan as
Month Devoted to
Community Service

to the presidents & Leaders
of our affiliated communities:
Arizona
California

Colorado
Connecticut
D.C.
Florida
Illinois
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
New Jersey
New York

North Carolina
Oregon
Washington
Canada

Phil Lagas, Or Adam
Marci R. Goldberg, Adat Chaverim
Joyce Lewbin, Kol Hadash
Judy Mandel, Orange County SHJ
Karen Knecht, The Pacific Community
Gary Zarnow, Kahal Am
Jon Budoff, Beth Ami
by Fairfield
Rabbi Miriam
Dana Preis, CHJ,
County Jerris
Rick Gold, Machar
Adele Kaserman, Cong. Beth Adam
Richard Stein, CHJ, Sarasota
Robin Chessick, Beth Chaverim
Kenneth Burk, Kol Hadash
Jane Eisenstark, David Ossam, Kahal
B’raira
Paul Kadish, Birmingham Temple
Margo Fox, Or Emet
Claire Kerr, Morris County CHJ
Karen Goodkin-Xiang, Beth Haskalah
Ellen C. Weiman, Steve Zalph,The City
Congregation
Dmitry Turovsky, Westchester CHJ
Alan Metz, Allison Wood Kol Haskalah
Myra Himmelfarb, Kol Shalom, CHJ
Paul Grekin, Secular Jewish Circle
Louise Sherman, Jim Sadler, Oraynu

The SHJ Board of Directors, at its meeting in April, 2010,
confirmed
by the choice of Jonas Salk as the Humanistic
Jewish Hero of the Year. SHJ communities are encouraged to honor him in a program during the 2010-2011
season. Helpful information can be found on the Grovesite
SHJ Community Resource Center.
At the same meeting, the month of Heshvan (Oct.Nov.) was declared SHJ Community Service Month, although communities are encouraged to devote more hours
throughout the year to community service. Tikkun Olam
projects have included packing meals for local shelters;
serving meals at shelters and soup kitchens; packing
brown bags for local missions; holding a cookie sale to
help the homeless; cleaning and helping refurbish crisis
centers; sorting donated clothing; making goody bags for
pediatric hospital patients, typing books for Braille
associations,and creating sing-alongs at senior residences.
Irv Lesser, chair of SHJ Communications Committee

SHJ Pledges to Combat Homophobic Bullying
Farmington Hills,MI—The Society for Humanistic Judaism (SHJ), distressed by the recent increases in homophobic bullying and the often tragic results, especially
among school children, has committed to work to end
homophobic bullying or harassment of any kind in our
congregations, schools, organizations, and communities.

we become aware of individuals being demeaned for
their actual or perceived sexual orientation. “As Humanistic Jews,” said SHJ Executive Director Bonnie
Cousens, “we believe that all people are deserving of
dignity and security. Gays, Lesbians, Bisexuals and
Transgenders should not be persecuted because of their
sexual orientation. Nor should our youth be subject to
the homophobic harassment or bullying that has become
so prevalent on social networks because of their actual
or perceived sexual orientation.”

The Board of Directors, in a resolution adopted in October, 2010, is encouraging its members and communities
to speak out to prevent homophobic bullying whenever

Secular Coalition for America Schedules Summit in D.C.
The Secular Coalition for America Strategic Summit, May
19-22, in Washington D.C., is your chance to have a genuine impact on the future of the secular movement as we
work to bring reason into (and take religious bias out of)
government. This is a one-of-a-kind participatory meet-

ing of leaders, activists, and thinkers from within our secular
movement. You will collaborate, network, and strategize
with them to improve our Secular Decade plan. The SHJ is
one of 10 member organizations of SCA. You can learn
more about the Summit and SCA at www.secular.org.
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Building Community
And If I Am Only For Myself, What Am I?
by rabbi miriam jerris
seriously in our local
If I am not for myself, who will be for me?
communities and have
And if I am only for myself, what am I?
by Rabbi Miriam
Jerris
a voice in the larger
And if not now, when?
Jewish world. Today,
that translates into a
EEM AYN A-NEE LEE MEE LEE?
strong and generous
?yli ymi yli yn9xE Nyxe Mxi
commitment to share
OO-KH’-SHE-A-NEE L’-ATS-MEE MA A-NEE?
resources, time and
?yn9xE hmA ymic;fal; yn9xEw,k;U
energy. In our very
V’-EEM LO AKH-SHAV AY-MA-TIE?
hectic world, this is
?ytamAyxe vywAk;fa xlo Mxiv4
difficult but necessary.
— Hillel
This well known text, sung and quoted in communities
of Humanistic Judaism, rings true even 2,000 years after
it was written. And although compelling and completely
compatible with Humanistic Judaism, parts of the statement have been ignored by some of us.
We understand “If not now, when?” knowing that life is
terminal, precious and sometimes short. That awareness
has most Humanistic Jews living in the present, knowing we better take care of business— whatever that business— NOW.
We have integrated, “If I am not for myself, who will be
for me?” understanding that the power and responsibility for our lives lies within each of us. If we cannot advocate for ourselves, why would we expect others to
advocate for us? When we do care for ourselves, we exude self-confidence and draw others to us; we strengthen
connections.
What about the phrase, “If I am only for myself, what
am I?” Hillel suggests we have a moral obligation to others— that if we find value in something, to pass that
thing on. For us, it is the desire for others to experience
the benefits of belonging to a Humanistic Jewish community that we have had in our own lives. It means building more communities besides our own. It also means
creating communities so if our children move, Humanistic Judaism will be available in their new home. It means
training leaders for new communities. It means being
professional and large enough so that we will be taken
11

When I joined the Birmingham Temple, I was just 22 years old. There were
three congregations; now there are almost 30. When I
became involved in the Society for Humanistic Judaism more than 35 years ago, I was so excited about the
difference Humanistic Judaism made in my life, I
wanted to share it with others. I wanted other people to
have the opportunity to express their Jewishness in as
authentic and meaningful way as I do. The passion and
excitement that motivated me to dedicate my life to
sharing Humanistic Judaism with others still comes from
a place deep inside my heart.
Likewise each community was organized by passionate individuals— nowadays, in partnership with SHJ. I
can recreate those initial phone calls in my mind and
hear the excitement of the person discovering Humanistic Judaism and wanting the Society’s help and support in creating something for themselves and their children in their own community. That excitement fueled
me and still does.We fuel each other.
Share the importance of your commitment to Humanistic Judaism with at least one new person. And offer your
support to the staff and Board of Directors of the Society for Humanistic Judaism. Please offer your support
whether by word, involvement on the board or through
your financial generosity. We welcome all three. And
together, what we have, we can share with others. Hillel reminds us, “If I am only for myself, what am I?”
and I agree.

Support the Fund for Humanistic Judaism
Building Communities

Training Leaders

Community Development
The Sherwin T. Wine Group Development Fund helps
nurture and develop Humanistic Jewish communities
and leadership, by providing visits to communities by
Humanistic rabbis and other leaders to help energize,
strengthen, and guide them; and by increasing the outreach capabilities of the Movement. The Miriam Jerris
Community Development Fund supports communities
in promoting weekend events.

HuJews:Teen &Young Adult Programs
The Society for Humanistic Judaism HuJews Teen and
Young Adult Conclaves help establish bonds among our
youth and reinforce both their Jewish identity and their
connection with Humanistic Judaism. Young adult programs at Society conferences and humanistic havurot
on university campuses provide a forum for discussion
and the sharing of ideas among college students at a
time when they are self-identifying, inquiring, and most
receptive to new ideas and information. Our HuJews
website enables college students to create an online connection with Humanistic Judaism and find the resources
they need to celebrate Humanistic Judaism on campus.

From the

Publications & Resources
Society publications provide a ready reference and resource for individuals, families, and communities to create meaningful holiday and life-cycle observances as
well as educational programs for adults and young
people. The Guide to Humanistic Judaism, for example,
offers an overview to our philosophy. The topical jour-

Developing Resources

nal, Humanistic Judaism, features issue-oriented articles
and regular departments such as book reviews, travel,
and regional events. Society Holiday Kits bring Humanistic Jewish holiday celebrations into homes, dorm
rooms, and beyond. Videos and DVDs provide programs
on Humanistic Judaism in your home and community.

Curricula and Training
The Society sponsors training programs and provides
resources for youth and adult education. Membership
orientation, three-year adult study groups, adult bar/bat
mitzvahs and confirmations, and manuals on history,
culture, music, holidays, and life cycles allow members to learn about Humanistic Judaism and connect to
our heritage.Visits to communities and regional seminars provide opportunities for adult education and organizational and teacher training.

Rabbinic and Leadership Training
The International Institute for Secular Humanistic Judaism is the academic arm of the Movement. The Rabbinic Program prepares men and women to become the
spiritual leaders and mentors of Secular Humanistic
communities. Similarly, the leadership, educators’, and
music programs train individuals to serve the ceremonial, philosophic, and educational needs of our communities. The masters degree program provides an advanced course of Jewish study relevant to the movement. Gifts to the Society’s Scholarship Fund allow future Jewish leaders to focus on their seminary studies
without the distractions imposed by financial need.

Your Generosity Makes a Difference.
Your gift to the SHJ can ensure the future of Humanistic Judaism.
Contact me about the Pooled Income Fund or a planned gift.
I am enclosing a tax deductible donation to the SHJ:
$136
$150

$236
$250

$360
$536

$1,036
$1,836

$1,360
Other $_____

Name: ______________________ Phone (H):___________ (W):____________
Address: _________________________________________________________
City: ___________________ St.:______ Zip:__________ Country:__________
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The Birmingham Temple’s first annual golf outing
fundraiser, September 15, was just a glint in their eyes in
late August, but the steering committee of Ron and Paula
Creed, Irving and Marcia Miller, and Anita Green produced a smash success in just three weeks, anyway, bringing in a $3,500 day for the Temple between the holidays
of Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur. What a way to start a
new year!

Non-playing members
could buy half a hole
for $100. And what
did all these advertisers get? A professionally created sign at a
designated hole for the
world to see with
words of their creWith members Bruce and Mark Luria and their families ation.
graciously providing their upscale, championship facility at a nominal fee including a golf cart, a drink on the Non-playing members came and bought their own
course and lunch with wine afterwards, the committee lunches; they also volunteered to sell raffle tickets at a
could offer the less than 30 players a great day, indeed. pittance. Winners of the raffle received prizes. Golfers,
of course, won other prizes as well. Prizes for the best,
Most members and their guests chose to play 18 holes the worst, the longest drive were donated by sporting
for $75, $45 of that going back to the club and covering goods stores and one dentist donated a tooth whitening
the luncheon and other amenities; six chose nine holes kit. People rummaged their own homes and found items
at $55. So how could there possibly be any income for for prizes. And our dear member Manny Frisch donated
the Temple? When you sell the holes to advertisers at his artistically built bird houses for a silent auction right
$200 per hole, success happens.
there, in the midst of it all, on the golf course grounds.
What more could you ask for?
It was payback time: members approached their accountants and attorneys, those actively invovled in extensive The committee answered that. Now that they know the
dental work approached their dentists; the Temple ap- ropes, they’re going for twice as much in proceeds next
proached its printer and its office supply companies, its year. Harriet Maza, Humanorah editor (photo above:
caterers and local restaurants frequented by Temple goers. Ron Creed, Mort Maza)

Use Goodsearch — Support Humanistic Judaism
manistic Judaism as your charity and our name will appear in the toolbar in the box saying “I support.” Then
search the Web or shop for your needs. Each search you
do makes a donation for SHJ — if each of us does only
one search a day, the Society would receive a donation
of more than $7500 in a year. And if the toolbar is downloaded to your web browser and Society for Humanistic
Judaism is selected as your charity, each time you shop,
a pop-up will tell you that a percentage of your purchase
will be donated to the Society. Your time spent online
searching and shopping will help to support programs
You only need to download the Goodsearch toolbar at and resources and endeavors that strengthen Humansitic
www.goodsearch.com. Then choose the Society for Hu- Judaism and increase our visibility.
If you search the web, if you shop online, you can support SHJ. With Goodsearch.com as your search engine
and your gateway to shopping online, each time you
search using Goodsearch a donation will be made to the
Society for Humanistic Judaism; and each time you shop
at a participating merchant — Amazon, hotels, airlines,
and much more — each time you purchase clothing,
electronics, office supplies, toys, anything and everything
online — a donation will be made to the Society for Humanistic Judaism.
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photo by Dick Rosenthal

It’s a hole in one for the birmingham temple as a last
minute thought turns into a $3,500 stroke of fortune

2009-2010 Annual Campaign
Hanukka
provides
a bright ending to 2008
The Society for Humanistic Judaism is pleased to thank the contributors
to the 2009-2010 Fundraising Campaign.
!
DOUBLE CHAI
$3,600 and more
Thomas Mackey
Lorraine & Ben Pivnick
CHAI PLUS
$2,500 and more
Ida Braun
Shari & Richard Gelber
Doralee & Irving Goldman
Bruce & Susan Jerris
Bert Steinberg
CHAI
$1,800 and more
Ellie & Louis Altman
Elias Family Philanthropic Fund
Ruth & Gil Feldman
Phyllis Jacobs
Susan & Roderick McLeod
Dana & Rick Naimark
Michael H. Steinhardt
BENEFACTOR
$1,000 and more
Sheila Bass
Carolyn Borman
Joyce Burkoff
Susan & Robert Citrin
Bonnie & Mark Cousens
Jane Goldhamer
Phillip Gould*
Joyce & Richard Hirsch
Patricia & Jonathan Holtzman
Cornell & Alice Jaray
James Hervey Johnson Foundation
Aviva & Robert Sandler
Stephanie & Stuart Ross
Gila* & Ken Snow Rowe
Anne Sharp
Stiefel Freethought Foundation
Elsa & Barry Waxman
Henrietta Wexler
DONOR
$500 and more
Ann Black
Marilyn & Sam Brownstein
Samuel & Tillie Cheiffetz Foundation
Myrna & Garrett Cohn
Ilene & Robert* Ginsberg
Deborah & David Godden
Judith & Robert Goren
Jerome Grossman
Phyllis & Barry Jaffe
Edward James & Suhong Yin
Roland Jeske
Jewish Charities of America
Woody Kaplan
Meg & Lawrence Kasdan
Robert Kaufman
Mattlin Foundation
Betty & Stanley Pelletz
Esther & David Redding
Harriet Schaffer
Beverly & Lewis Siegel
Marshall Weinberg
Idell & Lawrence Weisberg
Devera & Michael Witkin
PATRON
$250 and more
Patricia & Allan Becker
Shirley Behrendt
James & Jeanee Blinkoff
Lorna Blumen & Peter Fraser
Bonnie Brenner & Earl Rudner
Alison & Rabbi Adam Chalom
Susan Chalom
Arthur Cohen & Elizabeth Karcher
Marlene Cohen & Michael Kidwell
Jarvis Doctorow
Mark & Joyce Ellyne
Sue Ezekiel
Sarit & Oded Flascher
Helen & Saul Forman
Morris Friedell
Andrea & Mark Friedlander
Martin Gerotwol
Rabbi Eva Goldfinger
Marcia & Joseph Grossman
Hana & Carl Hartman
Beatrice & Robert Herman
Rabbi Miriam Jerris
Steven Jonas

Lucy & Alan Katz
Marti Keller & Richard Cohen
Kol Hadash Humanistic Congregation,
Rabbi Chalom’s Discretionary Fund
Rollie Langer
Seymour Lesser
Sima & Erwin Lesser
Jackie Liederman & Les Kaufman
Frank Mandlebaum
Susan Marcus
Richard Mesirow
Marcia & Irv Miller
Milton Okin
Faith & Steve Oremland
Joan & Michael Prival
Esti & Marvin Rosenblum
Howard Rosman
Carole Schiffman & Steven Strogatz
Joan & Cary Shaw
Dale Silverberg
Gladys & Joe* Steinberg
Barry Swan
Norman Tepley & Miriam Leventhal
Ellen Weiman & Dubi Silverstein
James Syril Weiss
Jan Withers & Harold Londer
Paula & Stanley Wolfe

FRIEND
$150 and more
Lenore & Howard Adler
Marge Alpern
Sandra & Lawrence Altman
Youval Balistra & Glen Loev
Myrna Baron & Rabbi Peter Schweitzer
Jacqueline Beaver
Ruth Bragman & Phil Padol
Susana & Ze’ev Brat
Eli Brooks
Irving Burton
Margery & Richard Buxbaum
Bobbie & Mark Byron
CHJ, Fairfield, CT
Sue & John Dreifus
Marjorie & Fred Eiseman
Jane Eisenstark
Yolanda & Tom Fleischer
Judith & Howard Garrett
Ruth & George Gilbert
Cynthia & Robert Goldstein
Susan & Michael Green
Roberta & Walter Hellman
Susan & Eric Herschman
Jordan Jay Hillman
Marie Hobart & William Kadish
Yeva Johnson & Mike Potter
Jim Kates
Carol & Mitchell Klein
Harriet Kroll
Lawrence Kron
Claudia & Jorge Lach
Bernice & Rob Lasker
Harry Lerner
Hildegard Lewis
Claire Lipten
Sue & Bruce Luria
Machar, DC CSHJ
Bergie Maza
Edith & Glenn Mellow
Riv & Edward Neiss
Jack Silver & Sharon Tolman
Patricia & Joseph Silverman
Rosanne & Rudy Simons
Terri & David Stanton
Carol Steinberg & Jerome Rubin
Jeffrey & Gail Rudolph
Bunny & Mel Shaw
Elaine & Robert Sims
Marian & Henry Summerfield
Lisa Vaughn
Joan & Harry Velick
Amy & Jeff Voigt
Judith Wank
David & Katie Wittenberg
Linda & Warren Wolf
Paula Wolk & P.A.M. Spierings
Beverly & Ephraim Young

SUPPORTER
$100 and more
Jules Abrams & Anita Willens
Lise & Philip Aissen
Atikah Arifin & Scott Bale
Lucille & RobertArking

juf rah

Gordon Asselstine
Harv Berger
Rabbi Binyamin Biber & Catherine Sheehy
Robin Bluestone-Miller &Arni Miller
Joseph & Susan Boston
Audrey & Gerald Bricker
Harold Brog
Stuart Bromberg
Joseph Burdige
Barbara & Marty Burnstein
Irene Citron
Alice & Theodore Cohn
Lionel Davis
Jill & Steven Dorfman
Gina Duclayan & Daniel Radosh
Cynthia & Howard Epstein
Rabbi Greg Epstein
Philip Epstein
Milton Fidel
Helene Flapan
Carol & Fred Fletcher
Sam Fogel
Jeanne & John Franklin
Miriam Gitler & Pedro Rodriguez
Bea Goodman
Joseph & Mildred Goodman
William Gurolnick & Peggy Bartelstein
Mariarosa & Alvin Halpern
Lewis Hellerstein
Neil Bruce Holbert
Helen Husid
Lynne Jacobs & Alan Silverblatt
Marie & Simon Jaglom
Valerie & Jeff Jannett
Lynne Kane
Lore Kantrowitz & Charles Ashdown
David Kaplan
Eileen & Sherman Kaplan
Isabel Kaplan & Andrew Cheskis
Nancy & Gerald Kaplan
Edward J. Klein
Barbara Kopitz & William Lichtig
Joseph Kotzin
Lynn & Ari Kresch
Dan Kristol
Brian Kutinsky
Ann Kutnick
Harriet Lane
Estelle Levine
Shirley & H A Lezell
Pearl Lobel
Stuart Lloyd-Hurwitz
Ilse Mack
Vicki & John Mackenzie
Hannah Matthews
Jim Mindling
Shirley Monson
Adam Namm & Mei Huang
Eleanor Peltz
Mary Perica
Rabbi Donald Pollock
Hank Prensky & Susan Ogden
Scott Randell
Betty Rich
Susan & Malcolm Robinson
Sylvia & Ira Rose
Kenneth Rosenzweig
Ester Rozenblum & Alberto Grosmark
Susan & Marshall Rubin
Deane & Barry Safir
Gary Samuels
Rabbi Robert Schreibman
George & Ellen Schutzer
Arthur Segal
Ruth & Ted Shapin
Shirley Siegel
Rosanne Singer & Steve Mencher
Teddi Smokler
Alma Spickler
Betty Spivack & James Daigler
Bernice & Jack Stein
Irene Stein-Garon & Fred Garon
Muriel Sterne
Phoebe & Gene Telser
Abraham Waldman Trust
Elaine Warshauer
Madelyn & Art Weingarden
Enid & Steve Wetzner
Pierre Wolkenstein
Gary & Beverly Zarnow
Marion & Allen Zeltzer
Anonymous
*deceased
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CONTRIBUTOR
up to $99
Judy & Michael Ackerman
Susan & Roger Addelson
Steve Antonoff
Evelyn & Neil Aronson
Dorothie & Ed Baker
Zava Basile & Jon Levine
Margaret Beach
Inga Behr
Edna Bernstein
Eva Bluestein
Edith & Edward Broida
Laura & Robert Brownstein
Leonard & Mildred Burkhardt
Judy Capel
Selma & Ralph Carnow
Barbara Chertok & Paul Temmer
Bernice & Harvey Cohn
Marcia Cottle
Paula & Ron Creed
Marjorie Danziger
Jean & Morton Darvin
Deborah Davis
Maida Deborah
Arlyne & Tom Ditzhazy
Herenia & Edd Doerr
Sidney Falik
Lilliam & Herb Falk
Shirley & Art Forcier
Joan & Ron Fox
Margo & David Fox
Marilyn & Leon Franco
Joyce & Daniel Frank
Lee R. Franklin
Judith & Allan Freund
Stephanie Fried
Stanley Friedland
Saul Friefield
Adelaide & Harold Gabel
Harriet Gales
Jeanette & James Gardner
Berta & John Gardon
Susan Garfield
Peggy Gawiser-Shecket & Larry Buhrow
Ellen & Lee Gertner
D’vora & Robert Gittelson
Judi Gladstone & Allen Otto
Hy Gold
Ruth & Lewis Goldfarb
Nancy & James Goldstein
Bambi & Michael Good
Dennis Gorman
Bobbi Graff
Sylvia Green
Neil Greene & Ellen Miles
Pam & Peter Gretz
Jennifer & Jerry Grodsky
Robin & Steven Haas
Ettie Handelman
Michele & Robert Harris
Naomi & Julius Harwood
Wendy Heimann-Nunes & Joe Nunes
Michael Herskowitz
Helaine & Joseph Hirshfeld
Ted Hochstadt
Phyllis Hodes
Berta Isgut
Dale Jacknow & Daniel Brenner
Eugene Kaplan
Ely Karasik
Gerrie & Len Karasik
Betty-Chia Karro & Henry Gassner
Ruth & Ron Katon
Linda & Al Kauffman
Robert Kenler
Rhoda & Irving Kleiman
Charlotte &Arthur Klein
Joan & Irv Koffler
Lauren & David Kopans
Susan & Andrew Kramer
Robert Kravitz
Evelyn & David Kreger
Nonie Lann
Bernice & Sherman Lebo
Helen & Harold Lecar
Julie Leitman & Charles Macveagh
Rabbi Stanley Levy
Sylvia Levy
Roberta Litwin
Jane & Kurt Loebel
Debra & Mark Luria
Sheila & John Malcolm

Hope Malis
Barbara & Stephen Mandell
Mildred Mauer
Harriet Maza
Alice McCoy
Debra & Maynard Metler
Merrill Miller* & Nancy Tavalin
Sharon & Alan Miller
Sandy Miller Citron
Gloria & Bert Moldow
Jeffrey Moliere
Susan & Ben Morris
Lara & Rabbi Ben Morrow
Lillian Mueller & Elmo Miller
Bennett Muraskin
Dee Nathans & Jerry Rosen
Florence Nemkov
Barbara & William Nemoyten
Mark Newman
Hans Nord
Scott Oremland
Maxine & Rick Pascal
Arlene Pearlman
Brenda & Marlene Platt
Claire Press
Sylvia Rabb
Ellen Rapkin
Pauline Robb
Lynne Robbins & Jerome Stein
Kathy & David Robin
Peggy Robin & Bill Adler
Walter Roos
Robert Rosenblatt
Bert Rothschild
Ira Rubinfeld
Michael & Cameron Sacarny
BJ & Richard Saul
Abraham Savitsky
Daniel Schechter
Julie Schechtman
Eileen & Craig Schlusberg
Amy Schneider & Ed Sciore
Dorise Seid
Alice & William Selfridge
Janet & Lou Shaheen
Irwin & Annette Shapiro
Mimi & Michael Shaw
Sandra & Michael Shelist
Eugene Shifrin
Alana Shindler & Bernie Rosen
Merav Simon-Tov & Paul Leavitt
Donna Soucy & George Rockmore
Phyllis Spiegel
Nancy & Bert Steinberg
Mabel & Jochanan Stenesh
Barbara & Donald Sugerman
Marian Swan
Rabbi Frank Tamburello
Karen Tashima & Evan Kaiser
Annette VanZaig & Elliot Burk
Joan & Paul Waller
Tovah Wax & Lucjan Mordzak
Doris Weil
Louise & Richard Weiner
Charlotte Weingarten
Renee Weitzner
Thyra Wexler
Irma & Sidney Young

HERITAGE CIRCLE
(planned estate gifts)
Sheila Bass
Arthur & Catherine Bernstein
Ethel Bennett Trust
Lucia Brandon
Elgie Ginsburgh
Gertrude Gluckstern
Deb & David Godden
Jane Goldhamer
Phillip Gould*
Lillian Gutner
Ron Hirsch
Phyllis & Alan* Jacobs
Rabbi Miriam Jerris
Hildegard Lewis
Milton Okin
Millie Sabath*
Daniel Schechter
Barbara & Sy Schnuer
Art Segal
Harriet Springer*
Bert Steinberg
David Steinberg
Gladys & Joe* Steinberg

Thank Y
ou for Thinking of SHJ
You
To Elaine Kamienny
In memory of your father, Avery Fried
From The Society for Humanistic Judaism
Bonnie & Mark Cousens
Rabbi Miriam Jerris & Stephen Stawicki
To Bob Sandler
In memory of your brother, Marshal Sandler
From Bonnie & Mark Cousens
Miriam Jerris & Stephen Stawicki
To Myrna Baron
Thinking of you
From Bonnie & Mark Cousens
Miriam Jerris & Stephen Stawicki
To Shari Gelber
Thank you for transportation and conversation
at the recent SHJ Board Meeting
From Faith Oremland
To Marlene Cohen
Thank you for transportation and conversation
at the recent SHJ Board Meeting
From Faith Oremland
To Murray Kramer
Thinking of you
From
The Society for Humanistic Judaism
Bonnie & Mark Cousens
To Bonnie Cousens & Harriet Maza
In honor of the Human
Humanorah and the printed word,
From Marilyn Rowens
To Gary Zarnow
Congratulations on your retirement
From Bonnie Cousens
Rabbi Miriam Jerris
To Deb & Dave Godden
Congratulations on your new home
From Bonnie & Mark Cousens
Miriam Jerris & Stephen Stawicki
To Michael & Devera Witkin
In memory of your mother, Geraldyne G. Witkin
From The Society for Humanistic Judaism
Bonnie & Mark Cousens
Andrea & Mark Friedlander
Richard & Shari Gelber
Rabbi Miriam Jerris & Stephen Stawicki
To Beth Cousens,
Congratulations on your engagement
From Miriam Jerris & Stephen Stawicki
To Karen & Gary Levy
Congratulations on the birth of your grandson,
From Bonnie & Mark Cousens
Miriam Jerris & Stephen Stawicki
To Milton Matz
In memory of your wife, Jutta Organek,
From Bonnie & Mark Cousens
Rabbi Miriam Jerris & Stephen Stawicki
Harvey Organek
In Honor of Merrill G Miller
From Nancy Tavalin

To the Luria Family
In memory of Harold Luria
From Bonnie & Mark Cousens
Miriam Jerris & Stephen Stawicki
To Millie Goodman
Thinking of you,
From The Society for Humanistic Judaism
Bonnie & Mark Cousens
In Honor of Bert Steinberg & Lucia Brandon,
From Milton Matz
In Honor of Julie Kriegel
From Milton Matz
To Mark Cousens,
In honor of your 65th Birthday,
From Miriam Jerris & Stephen Stawicki
To Ilene Ginsberg
In memory of your husband, Bob Ginsberg
From Bonnie & Mark Cousens
Shari & Richard Gelber
Miriam Jerris & Stephen Stawicki
Faith & Steve Oremland
The Society for Humanistic Judaism
Devera & Michael Witkin
To Elaine Kamienny
In memory of your Mother, Janice Fried
From Bonnie & Mark Cousens
Rabbi Miriam Jerris & Stephen Stawicki
To Bert Steinberg,
In honor of your 90th Birthday
From Bonnie & Mark Cousens
Rabbi Miriam Jerris & Stephen Stawicki
Barbara & Bill Nemoyten
The Society for Humanistic Judaism
To Lorraine Pivnick,
Wishing you a speedy recovery,
From The Society for Humanistic Judaism
Bonnie & Mark Cousens
Shari & Richard Gelber
Rabbi Miriam Jerris & Stephen Stawicki

To Shari Gelber,
In honor of receiving the Sherwin T Wine
Lifetime Achievement Award
From Bonnie & Mark Cousens
Penny Frankel-Ackerman
Miriam Jerris & Stephen Stawicki
Faith & Steve Oremland
To Gladys Steinberg,
In memory of your husband, Joe Steinberg
From The Society for Humanistic Judaism
Bonnie & Mark Cousens
Miriam Jerris & Stephen Stawicki
Paul & Joan Waller
To The Society for Humanistic Judaism
With thanks for your caring & kindness
during our bereavement
From Gladys Steinberg & Family
To Stephen Mandell,
Wishing you a speedy recovery,
From The Society for Humanistic Judaism
Bonnie & Mark Cousens
Miriam Jerris & Stephen Stawicki
To Andrea & Mark Friedlander,
Thank you for your
hospitable care and tending of this hitch
hiker en route from the SHJ Board Meeting
to a sheep farm in the Missouri Ozarks
From Deb Godden
To Bonnie & Mark Cousens,
Congratulations on the engagement of your
Daughter Beth to Joel Aufrecht
From Miriam Jerris & Stephen Stawicki
To Ruth & Gil Feldman,
In memory of your mother, Dorothy
From The Society for Humanistic Judaism
Bonnie & Mark Cousens
Miriam Jerris & Stephen Stawicki
To Doug & Karol Ross
In memory of your father, Victor Ross
From Bonnie & Mark Cousens

t
rin Honor the Passages of Life
P
as e
e
A tribute lets friends know you care.
l
P
YES! I would like to send:
an SHJ Tribute for a donation of ________ (minimum $5 US) or
an SHJ Certificate for a donation of ________ (minimum $25 US)
Please allocate tribute to: _________________________________ Fund.

TO:__________________________

in memory / honor (circle one)

Address:___________________ of__________________________
____________________________________ FROM:_______________________
Return to: SHJ, 28611 W. 12 Mile Rd., Farmington Hills, MI 48334
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SHJ UPCOMING EVENTS
January 14-16, 2011

INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR SECULAR HUMANISTIC JUDAISM SEMINAR, “Isaac & Ishmael: Jews & Muslims, Then & Now,”
featuring RABBI ADAM CHALOM, CHJ, Sarasota, FL. Contact:
CHJSarasota@hotmail.com, (941) 929-7771.

February 4-6, 2011

RABBI BINYAMIN BIBER VISIT TO OCSHJ, Laguna Woods, CA.
Contact: Sheila Bass, shekaba@aol.com, (949) 206-9452.

February 11, 2011

RABBI MIRIAM JERRIS SHABBAT CELEBRATION at BIRMINGHAM
TEMPLE, Farmington Hills, MI. Contact: info@briminghamtemple.org,
(248) 477-1410.

February 11-13, 2011

RABBI BINYAMIN BIBER VISIT TO KOL SHALOM, COMMUNITY
FOR HUMANISTIC JUDAISM, Contact: info@kolshalom.org, (503)
459-4210.

March 25-27, 2011

HUJEWS TEEN & COLLEGE CONCLAVE 2011, “What Can You Do,
HuJews? Tikkun Olam & Humanistic Judaism,” Chicago, IL. Contact:
SHJ, (248) 478-7610, info@shj.org or info@hujews.org.

May 19-22,2011

SECULAR COALITION FOR AMERICA BIENNAIL STRATEGIC
SUMMIT, Washington, D.C. Contact: www.secular.org.

September 28-October 2,
2011

RABBI MIRIAM JERRIS ROSH HASHANA VISIT TO ADAT
CHAVERIM, Los Angeles, CA. Contact:
info@HumanisticJudaismLA.org.

October 7-8, 2011

RABBI MIRIAM JERRIS YOM KIPPUR VISIT TO KOL HASKALAH, A
HUMANISTIC JEWISH CONGREGATION, Triangle, NC. Contact:
info@kolhaskalah.org, (919) 968-7888.
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