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Putting Our Values into Action / This Is Our Judaism  

The best part about being in a sea 
of 400,000 people at the Womenôs 
March in New York City on Jan. 21 
was the recognition that Iôm not 
alone. There are a hundred million or 
more Americans who feel like I do 
about the marchôs key issues. In fact, 
on many of those issues we are in the 
majority. That our political 
establishment does not reflect the 
will of the people is the great 
challenge we face in the coming years. 

I marched for both personal and professional 
reasons. Professionally, part of my role as executive 
director of the Society for Humanistic Judaism is to 
identify and activate around those moments of 
convergence between Judaism and secular 
humanism. I felt strongly this was one of those 
moments. 

Judaism has always valued respect and dignity. 
While historically those values have been applied 
unevenly (to use a charitable word) particularly to 
women ð and still are to this day in sectors of the 
Jewish community ð those baseline values in our 
tradition can and should be built upon. 

During the march, Myrna Baron of the City 
Congregation for Humanistic Judaism told Haaretz, 

ñAs Jews, we have a moral 
obligation, when we see injustice, 
to speak out.ò A disproportionate 
number of the great feminists in 
history have been Jews, and I 
donôt believe that is coincidental. 

Humanism, the idea that people 
are responsible for solving human 
problems without expecting 
divine intervention, holds among 
its highest values the equality of 

all people. Womenôs rights are central to its ideals. 
Ours is the only movement with a foot firmly 
planted in both Judaism and secular humanism. 

The march was also highly personal. Though not a 
woman myself (full disclosure), I try to be an ally. 
Iôve learned a bit about what it means to be a good 
ally to marginalized populations, including to shut 
up, listen, and follow rather than insist on leading. I 
was happy to follow what was an amazingly large, 
organized, and peaceful protest. 

Aspiring allies can also talk to those within our own 
category of privilege about why we choose to 
support the cause. So, to my fellow males I ask, do 
you call yourself a feminist? If so, have you taken a 
deep dive into what is still holding us back from full 
gender equality, as a society and individually?  

Continued on page 2 

These are momentous  times, and our involvement in them is expressed in many ways. The articles and photos 
in this issue of Humanorah show some of the different ways we as a movement are putting our values into 
action how we are defining our Judaism from celebrating our volunteers to joining public marches and 
demonstrations on human rights issues. As individuals and as communities, we live our Humanistic Jewish 
values in small and not-so-small ways.  

View photos of our communities in action. In addition, we are drawing new Humanistic Jews to us, partly 
through our growing presence on social media. See pages 11-13 to learn about the ñcoming inò experiences of 
new Humanistic Jews. 

We begin with ñWhy I Took Part in the Womenôs March,ò by Paul Golin, originally published in The New 
York Jewish Week: 

http://www.shj.org/
http://abc7ny.com/1713720/
https://www.womensmarch.com/mission/
http://www.citycongregation.org/
http://www.haaretz.com/us-news/1.766576
http://jewishweek.timesofisrael.com/why-i-took-part-in-the-womens-march/
http://jewishweek.timesofisrael.com/why-i-took-part-in-the-womens-march/


2 

Happy Passover to  

All SHJ Affiliates  

And At - Large Members!  

CHag sameach!  

ARIZONA 
Or Adam CHJ 

Secular Humanist Jewish Circle 

CALIFORNIA 
Adat Chaverim, Valley CHJ 

Kol Hadash CHJ 
Pacific Community of Cultural Jews 

COLORADO 
Beth Ami, Colorado CHJ  

CONNECTICUT 
CHJ, Fairfield County 

D.C. 
Machar, CSHJ 

FLORIDA 
Congregation Beth Adam 

CHJ, Sarasota  
Humanistic Jewish Havurah of SW FL 

ILLINOIS 
Beth Chaverim, HJC 

Kol Hadash Humanistic Congregation 

MARYLAND 
Baltimore Jewish Cultural Chavurah 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Kahal Bëraira, Boston CHJ 

MICHIGAN 
The Birmingham Temple 

MINNESOTA 
Or Emet, CHJ of Minnesota 

NEW JERSEY 
Kahal Chaverim, NJ CHJ 

NEW YORK 
Beth Haskalah, Rochester SHJ 
Kol Haverim, Finger Lakes CHJ 

The City Congregation 
Westchester CHJ 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Kol Haskalah 

OREGON 
Kol Shalom CHJ 

WASHINGTON 
Secular Jewish Circle of Puget Sound 

CANADA 
Oraynu, Toronto, ON  

Humanorah is a publication of the Society for Humanistic Judaism, a non-profit 
organization that mobilizes people to celebrate Jewish identity and culture  
consistent with a humanistic philosophy of life. Publication of Humanorah is 
supported by membership in local SHJ-affiliated communities as well as at-large 
SHJ members; the board of the Society for Humanistic Judaism; and additional 
generous donations. Members of the Society for Humanistic Judaism receive 
Humanorah as a benefit of membership.  

Read Humanorah online at www.shj.org.  

A print edition is available upon request; contact info@shj.org.  
At-large membership in the Society for Humanistic Judaism is $95 per year. 
Membership is tax deductible as provided by law. 

Executive Director: Paul Golin 
President: Richard Logan 
Rabbi: Miriam Jerris 
Editor: Deb Godden 

Please address all inquiries about Humanorah to:  
the Society for Humanistic Judaism, 28611 W. 12 Mile Road, Farmington 
Hills, MI, 48334, Phone: 248-478-7610, info@shj.org. 
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Golin, continued from page 1 
 

The obvious answer for why men march is because ñI have a wife,ò ñI have a 
mother,ò ñI have a daughter.ò While I am lucky enough to have all three, and 
of course I march for them, itôs more than that. I donôt want to benefit at the 
expense of someone elseôs disadvantage, oppression, or suffering. 

Itôs tough to convince people that they have an unfair advantage when life 
doesnôt feel fair to them to begin with. Ours is a culture where everyone feels 
persecuted, even rich white male presidents. 

You may hate your job, but a woman doing that same job would likely make 
20 percent less. Perhaps it doesnôt look that way ð you may know of women 
in the same position making the same money or maybe even more money ð 
and thatôs the challenge of seeing yourself in the larger picture and believing 
statistics (a.k.a. actual facts not ñalternative factsò). 

Fear is a great motivator for continued inequality, and economic fear is 
particularly motivational these days. But the economy is not a zero-sum game. 
The U.S. population doubled since 1950 yet unemployment is not 50 percent. 
Letôs envision the gains our economy will make when women are equal 
participants and share equal power in society. 

Ours is a culture where everyone feels persecuted, even rich white male 
presidents. 

Equal pay is tied to the many larger sociological issues around traditional 
gender roles. Iôd like to believe Jewish men have a more nuanced relationship 
to strength and power, based on our peopleôs history. But there are plenty who 
do not, or who overcompensate because of that history. I know from my own 
personal experience that privilege is not easily recognized or accepted. Itôs an 
ongoing process of learning and self-reflection. 

Continued on page 3 

 

http://www.oradam.com
http://www.secularhumanistjewishcircle.org
http://www.humanisticjudaismla.org
http://www.kolhadash.org
pccjews.org
http://www.bethami.com
http://www.humanisticjews.org
http://www.machar.org
http://www.bethadam.com
http://www.chj-sarasota.org
hjhswfl.org
http://www.bethchaverim.net
http://www.kolhadash.com
http://www.baltimoresecularjews.org
http://www.kahalbraira.org
http://www.birminghamtemple.org
http://www.oremet.org
http://www.kahalchaverim.org
shj-roc.org
kolhaverim.net
http://www.citycongregation.org
http://www.wchj.org
http://www.kolhaskalah.org
http://www.kolshalom.org
http://www.secularjewishcircle.org
http://www.oraynu.org
http://www.shj.org/
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Golin, continued from page 2 

Iôve come to recognize and admire the women in my life whoôve proven stronger than Iôll ever be. My 
grandmother, who rebuilt a family and life in America after losing her parents, all siblings, and two children in the 
Holocaust. How did she go on?   

My mother, who raised two young children as a single parent while still building a successful executive career. I 
still donôt know how she did it, and itôs even more remarkable to me now that I have two young children of my 
own. My aunt, who refuses to let her cancer battle modify her love and kindness, especially toward her 
grandchildren who sheôs there for all the time despite enduring physical pain. 

Iôve never been tested like they have, and frankly, I hope I never will be. If and when it happens though, it is their 
examples of strength to which Iôll turn. Which is why I know itôs an absurdity to suggest men are inherently 
stronger than women. 

I didnôt ask to be part of a system of inequality, but I am, and I want to change it. Doing so will make the world a 
better place for all people, regardless of gender. The Womenôs March was a wonderful show of solidarity by those 
who wonôt let the clock turn back on the progress made these past decades, even as we recognize we still have a 
way to go to achieve full equality. We must learn from the Jewish experience, to expand equal treatment rather than 
slam the door behind us. 

By Paul Golin  
Originally published in New York Jewish Week, January 26, 2017 
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Or Emet, Twin Cities, MN 

http://jewishweek.timesofisrael.com/writers/paul-golin/
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The Rallies continue in New York and Detroit: with marchers from  

City Congregation & Birmingham Temple   
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http://cdn.timesofisrael.com/uploads/2017/01/MyFatherWasARefugee

-635x357.jpg

  

Rabbi Peter Schweitzer of the City Congregation for Humanistic Judaism at a rally 

against the Trump administration's order shutting the borders to those coming from 

seven Muslim

-majority countries. Hella Winston/Jewish Week

  

http://cdn.newsday.com/polopoly_fs/1.13146895.1487524804!/httpImage/

image.jpg_gen/derivatives/display_1004/image.jpg

  

Rabbi Peter Schweitzer holds a sign at the I Am A Muslim Too rally in Times Square on 

Feb. 19, 2017.

  (Credit: Charles Eckert)

 

Steve Blum, Birmingham 
Temple, and his daughter, 
Rebecca, at their first 
ever protest. ñWe joined 
thousands at Detroit 
Metro Airport. The 
picture is of my great-
grandfather Mordechai 
Jacobovicz who 
immigrated to Detroit in 
1907 from Warsaw, 
Poland.  Several 
protesters inquired about 
the picture and they were 
all delighted with our 
explanation.ò 

http://cdn.timesofisrael.com/uploads/2017/01/MyFatherWasARefugee-635x357.jpg
http://cdn.newsday.com/polopoly_fs/1.13146895.1487524804!/httpImage/image.jpg_gen/derivatives/display_1004/image.jpg
http://cdn.newsday.com/polopoly_fs/1.13146895.1487524804!/httpImage/image.jpg_gen/derivatives/display_1004/image.jpg

